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The Editor

NT News
Dear Sir

We should not be surprised that so many Federal and NT politicians support the Arafura Harbour proposal to excavate Ludmilla Creek and 80% of the Kulaluk lease for a marina and associated canal housing. I imagine that many serving and past politicians will be relieved that the marina will effectively obliterate the potential scandal of the disastrous $1.5 million ‘crab farm’ joint venture between the NT Government and the Gwalwa Daraniki Association (NT News April 5, 2006) when the 5 ha of aquaculture ponds on the Kulaluk lease will be converted into the marina ‘rowing course’. 

In 2006 the crab farm was lauded by Dr Chris Burns, the Minister for Planning and Lands, and supported by Charles Darwin University. The crab farm was also assisted by $450,000 from the Federal Government under a so called ‘shared responsibility agreement’. According to Dr Burns, fifteen tons of mud crabs a year would generate around $235,000 in the first three years ‘in a progressive step towards establishing a potentially long term sustainable enterprise’ (pers. comm.)

In their prior life, the crab ponds were excavated in 1997 for a ‘prawn farm’, costing at least $150,000 to set up and equally praised by the CLP NT Government. By 2001 the prawn ponds lay idle, although the conditions of the Development Permit state, ‘Upon cessation of the use, the area used for ponds shall be rehabilitated to the requirements and satisfaction of the Secretary, Department of Lands, Planning and Environment’.

Before the recent marina announcement both projects had sunk into a financial bottomless pit without explanation or a trace of ‘shared responsibility’ and accountability. Immune to media scrutiny, under the guise of ‘traditional owners’ the Gwalwa Daraniki Association with the help of a cabal of estate agents and politicians has continued to dig a deeper and deeper hole for itself. Or were the aquaculture ponds always intended to be a preparation for a canal housing project of the type that was proposed for Ludmilla Creek in 1981? I believe when the facts are revealed, ‘Crabgate’ has the potential to bring down the government and turn Darwin around from its mad rush towards self-destruction.

Yours sincerely

Dr Bill Day
